Psychology 466, Adv Soc Sci Computer Apps, Spring 2008

Prof. Michael H. Birnbaum, Ph.D.           Office: H-628C (check:H-532 and H-625) 

                                           Office Hours: MW 2:20-3:50 PM, 

                                                         by appointment 

Book:
Birnbaum, M. H. (2001). Introduction to Behavioral Research on the Internet. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. (buy it used or via Amazon.com)

Outline (Read each assignment before the date shown below) 

   Week
Date 
      Readings
    


Lecture Topics   

1
Jan. 23 
Syllabus



Requirements


2
Jan 28
Ch. 1-2



Introduction


3
Feb 4

Ch. 3-4: 




HTML,links,Formats


4
Feb 11
Ch. 5 



Web Forms

5
Feb 20 
Ch. 6-7



Data Analysis, SPSS, Excel


6
Feb 25
Ch. 8-9



Decision-making, SurveyWiz


7
Mar. 3
Ch. 10-11



Personality, Factorial


8
Mar 10
Ch 12




FactorWiz/Info. Integ.


9
Mar 17
Ch. 13 



Balance Theory




Study: Ch 1-12, notes, quizzes, & homework
****** Midterm
  Mar. 17
**** 
Midterm Exam
turn in project ideas***


10
Mar 24
Ch. 14



Method/Experimentation/check

********************* Mar 27 Project Plans Review
*******Spring Break Mar 31-April 6  No Classes***********

11
Apr 7 
Ch. 17  



JavaScript Intro 

(collect data)


12
Apr 14
Ch. 18-19 



JavaScript tricks/


13
Apr 21
Ch. 21
  


Methodology, Ethics, etc.


14
Apr 28
Data Analysis


Results


15
May 5

Writing



Intro., Discussion, etc.

****   Last Class:  May 7 Projects Due & ***  Project presentations
**** 16
FINAL: Project presentations May 12 1-2:30 pm ***

SCANTRON FORM: SCANTRON F-288-ERI-L (red font, 6" by 11", student store)

COURSE WEB site: http://psych.fullerton.edu/mbirnbaum/psych466/
Goals:  In this class you will learn how to use computer applications to execute experiments, to organize, analyze, and graph the data, and to present the results.  You will learn how to construct Web pages and how to implement simple psychological surveys and experiments via the WWW.  You will learn how to use Excel and SPSS to organize and analyze the data. You will write a report in APA style using MS Word, and you will learn how to give a scientific presentation.  Previous experience with these computer programs is helpful, but not required; all skills necessary will be taught in the class.  These skills are valuable both for graduate studies and in the job market.

Course Requirements


Attendance at all classes and exams is required.  If you cannot attend all meetings of the class, you should not enroll in this class.  If you are not planning to attend and fulfill the other requirements for this course, you should not enroll in this class.  Quizzes, assignments, participation, and attendance may be evaluated at any class meeting and will contribute to your grade.

Missed Class: Missed classes must be made up by handwritten copy (in your hand) of the chapter(s) covered during your absence, homework for that (those) chapter(s), and a typed explanation of the reason the class was missed.
Examination & Grading


Attendance at exams and quizzes is mandatory. If you miss the midterm examination, you will receive zero (0) points except in cases of emergency.  If you are very ill or have an equivalent emergency, you must provide documentation (e.g., a letter from your doctor on his letterhead) within one week of the exam. Grades possible: A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D, F

Scantron Forms: (F-288-ERI-L student store)


You will need No. 2 pencils, erasers, and SCANTRON FORMs. 


You must fill out these forms very carefully to avoid losing credit:


Always mark one choice (no blanks). Never mark two choices.


Erase stray marks or changed answers completely!


Be sure your student ID is correct


Bring photo ID to exams (Drivers' license or Student ID) 

Points for Course Components:


Midterm Exam




 
30


Attendance/Participation/Quizzes/Homework

35


Projects (including presentation)

 
35


Total possible





100

Extra Credit: Extra credit may be assigned for creative work that goes beyond the requirements on projects and homework assignments.  Students are encouraged to bring to class and share new computer applications, interesting Web sites, and other information relevant to the course.  Extra credit components to projects will be suggested during the semester.

Late Work:  Assignments turned in late will be accepted for maximum one-half credit for one week.  Assignments turned in two weeks late receive 25% credit. Work later than two weeks will continue to lose half their value per week. The Final Project must be turned in on time to receive credit.

Authorship & Academic Honesty: In this class, all homework assignments, quizzes, exams, and projects must be done individually.  Each person must author his or her own work.  There are no group assignments as requirements for the class.  

Final Project Due date: Last Meeting of Class

Presentations on the last meeting of class and during the Final Exam.

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Student Responsibility Code


The department of psychology is dedicated to providing you with the highest quality educational program.  In order to maximize the benefits of our program, it is important that you meet your responsibilities as a student.  Listed below are some of the responsibilities.

1) Advisement

You are responsible for knowing university and psychology department policies and deadlines.


You should obtain and read pertinent sections of the University Catalog, Class Schedule booklet, the Psychology Student Handbook and instructor course outlines.  You should meet with a psychology faculty member at least once a year and review your study plan and career goals.

2) Class Attendance and Promptness

You are responsible for attending all classes and laboratory meetings, and for being on time.

3) Workload

You are responsible for adjusting your outside responsibilities (Work, family, social, etc. ) in order to allow sufficient time for your education.


As a general rule you should allow three hours outside of class, for study purposes, for each hour spent in class.  Additional information on this topic is discussed in the Psychology Student Handbook.

4) Authorship

It is a requirement of the department that your exams, homework, research reports, and term papers reflect your own work, unless you are explicitly directed otherwise by your instructor.


Proper methods of referencing outside sources of information should be used at all times.  Additional information on this requirement may be obtained by reading the University Catalog section on Academic Dishonesty.


If you have any questions concerning the above responsibilities, please contact your psychology instructor or the psychology department chair.

First Lecture Attendance Form Psych 466

Name:  _______________________________________________

Student No. __________________________________________

I attended the first lecture in Psych 466, I received a copy of the syllabus, and the course requirements were explained to me.  I have received a copy of the Department of Psychology's Student Responsibility Code.  I wish to undertake the study of Psychology 466, Advanced Computer Applications in the Social Sciences.

I hereby agree to the following:

1.  I will attend all classes and examinations.

2.  I will complete all assigned readings and homework. I will work through the assigned chapters before the class when due.

3. I agree to abide by the requirements for the course as set forth in the syllabus and the Department of Psychology's Student Responsibility Code.

4. I agree to follow basic rules of politeness.  I will not talk during class, except as appropriate.  I will not use cell phones, come and go during class except in case of emergency, or distract other class members from their class work.

Signed, _______________________________________________Date: _________

Print Name:___________________________________________________

What type of Computer do you have?_____________________________

What computer skills do you have?______________________________

What Programs do you use?______________________________________

Do you know HTML?___________  Have you made a Web page before?______

What classes have you taken covering computer skills?_______________

____________________________________________________________________

