      Schedules of Reinforcement

                (Continued)

Fixed Interval (FI)

The reinforcer is given for the first response that occurs after a specified interval of time has elapsed.  If the response occurs before the interval has elapsed, it is not reinforced (e.g., checking your mailbox when the mail is delivered at about the same time each day).

_____________________________________________________ Variable Interval (VI)

The reinforcer is given for the first response that occurs after a specified interval of time has elapsed, and this interval varies randomly  from one reinforcement to the next (e.g., checking for E-Mail repeatedly throughout the day because a message could arrive at any time).

